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For Immediate Release: 
EIU SPECIAL EDUCATION RECOGNITION AWARDS RECEIVED 
CHARLESTON - Several Eastern Illinois University students were the recipients 
of Special Education Recognition Awards, which recognize scholarship, leadership and 
service in the area of special education. 
Recipients include: 
ASHMORE: Regina A. Birch, wife of Harold Birch and mother of Richard and Hope 
Birch, all of AsQmore; daughter of Melvin and Joan Rider of Dongola; 1985 graduate of 
Dongola Unit School; graduate student special education program. 
CARY: Kennedy B. Allen of Cary; 2000 graduate of Cary-Grove High School; senior 
special education/elementary education major. 
CHARLESTON: Melissa M. NeSmith, wife of Richard NeSmith of Charleston; daughter 
of H.C. and Margaret Lee of Wheelers Hill, Victoria, Australia; senior special education 
major. Patricia A. Spence, wife of Dan Spence and mother of Zachary, Madison, 
Wade, Travis and Heather Spence, all of Charleston; daughter of Carl and Edna Ball of 
Charleston; 1978 graduate of Charleston Senior High School; senior special education 
major. 
DECATUR: Beverly K. Waltrip, wife of Gary Waltrip of Decatur; 1975 graduate of 
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Findley High School; graduate student in the special education program. 
DUNDEE: Brynn K. Yucuis, daughter of Tom and Jill Yucuis of East Dundee; 2001 
graduate of Dundee-Crown High School in Carpentersville; senior special 
education/elementary education major. 
ELIZABETHTOWN: Kathryn L. Mathews, wife of Steve Mathews and mother of Katie 
Maier, Kimberly Valencia, Kristina and Kara Mathews, all of Elizabethtown; daughter of 
Bernie and Barbara Farris of Ridgway; 1977 graduate of Ridgway High School; senior 
special education major. 
ELK GROVE VILLAGE: Kenneth J. Hoving, son of Ken and Barb Hoving of Elk Grove 
Village; 2000 graduate of James B .. Conant High School in Hoffman Estates; senior 
special education major. 
FLORA: Megan L. Buckley, daughter of John and Vickie Buckley of Flora; 2000 
graduate of Flora High School; senior special education major. 
LAGRANGE: Meghan N. Manescalchi, daughter of Dennis and Emily Manescalchi of 
LaGrange; 2001 graduate of Lyons Township High School in LaGrange; senior special 
education major. 
LAKE ZURICH: Valerie L. Johnson, daughter of Martin and Denise Johnson of Lake 
Zurich; 2001 graduate of Lake Zurich High School; senior special education major. 
LOMBARD: Sheila Flood, daughter of Leonard and Janet Flood of Lombard; 2000 
graduate of Montini Catholic High School in Lombard; senior special education major. 
MCHENRY: Kristi Sue Fisher, daughter of Jim and Joni Fisher of McHenry; 2000 
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graduate of McHenry West Community High School; senior special education major. 
MATTOON: Amber N. (Johns) Carrell, wife of Troy Carrell of Mattoon; daughter of Jim 
and Cheryl Johns of Mattoon; 1999 graduate of Mattoon High School; graduate student 
in the master of science in education program. 
/ MUNDELEIN: Leah J. Kaplan, daughter of Ron Kaplan of Waukegan and Gayle 
Kaplan of Mundelein; 2001 graduate of Mundelein High School; senior early 
childhood/special education major. 
NORTHLAKE: Alan D. Garrard, son of Lori Garrard of Northlake; 2000 graduate of 
West Leyden High School in Northlake; senior special education major. 
OBLONG: Kendra Ridlen, wife of Brian Ridlen and mother of Olivia, both of Robinson; 
1997 graduate of Oblong High School; graduate student in the master of science in 
education program. 
PALATINE: Lauren E. Jasin, daughter of AI and Debbi~ Jasin of Palatine; 2003 
graduate of Fremd High School in Palatine; sophomore special education major. 
PARIS: Kathryn A. Havercroft, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Willis Havercroft of Paris; 
1995 graduate of Paris High School; graduate student in the master of science in 
education program. 
PEORIA: Elizabeth M. Simison, daughter of Ted and Katie Simison of Peoria; 2002 
graduate of Dunlap High School; junior special education major. 
ROBINSON: Amy J. Hall, daughter of Elenora Hall of Robinson and the late Warren 
Hall; 1990 graduate of Robinson High School; graduate student in the special education 
program. 
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SCHAUMBURG: Laura R. Pettinger, daughter of Joe and Jenny Pettinger of 
Schaumburg; 2002 graduate of Schaumburg High School; junior special education/early 
childhood education major. 
SHERMAN: Rachel L. Fowler, daughter of Doug and Cathy Fowler of Sherman; 2003 
graduate of Williamsville High School; sophomore special education/early childhood 
education major. 
SPRINGERTON: Tammy L. Harl, wife of Bill Harl Jr and mother of Brian, Brittany and 
Bethany Harl, all of Springerton; 1984 graduate of Mcleansboro High School; senior 
special educatiowmajor. 
TAYLORVILLE: Jennifer L. Hendrickson, daughter of Andy and Julie Hendrickson of 
Taylorville; 2001 graduate of Morrisonville High School; senior special 
education/elementary education major. 
TINLEY PARK: Kathryn A. Book, daughter of Christopher and Karen L. Book of Tinley 
Park; 2001 graduate of Victor J. Andrew High School in Tinely Park; senior special 
education/elementary education major. 
WASHINGTON: Emily A. Waughop, daughter of Earl and Lori Waughop of 
Washington; 2001 graduate of Washington Community High School; senior special 
education major. 
WAUKEGAN: Jessica N. Newyear, daughter of Karl Newyear and Kathryn 
Szempruch, both of Gurnee; graduate of Waukegan High School; senior special 
education major. 
WHEATON: Melissa Ann Sender, daughter of Robert and Mary Lou Sender of 
Wheaton; 2000 graduate of Wheaton North High School; senior special 
education/elementary education major. 
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